



ww ¢ 


we 


" 


Re 


re 





ee 
= 








men. 








THE 


MEDICAL 


NEWS-PAPER: 


OR, 


AND 


THE PHYSICIAN. 





Eviteo sY ELIAS SMITH, Puysictan, No. 56, Mippie-Srreer. 








Vor. f. 





BOSTON, TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 1822. 


No. 6- 








THE PREACHER.—No. II. 
Romans, 3, 16. 


‘© Destruction and misery are in their ways, and 
the way of peace have they not known. 
These words contain, in part, a description 
of the state of the world, when wicked men 
had the rule instead of the Lord Jesus. They 
reled, until they commanded multitudes out 
of the world; so the wicked rulers do to the 





present time. 

There are two declarations in the text— 

1. ** Destructiou and misery are wm their 
ways.” 

2. * the way of peace have they not known.” 

This text has been applied to men gene- 
rally; though it ought to be applied to such 
us have been considered the leaders of the 
people. . 

We will first speak of the destruction and 
misery in their ways. 

There are three classes of public men, in 
whose ways are destruction and misery. 

1. Regular Kings. 2. Regular Doctors. 
3. Regular Priests. 

These have all in their turn wrought de- 
struction and misery among the people, in a 
greater or less degree. 

1. The Regular Kings.” These from the 
days of Nimrod to this day have wrought de- 
struction among mankind. ‘Their history is 
the history of the destruction of houses, ships. 
cities, countries, innocent men, women and 
children, or misery to such as escaped with 
their lives. ; 

Kings have pretended to rule the bodies of 
To do this, they have first kept them 


then their money; and to close, their lives. 
Kings have ever considered all belonging to 
the people as at their command, and when. 
ever they chose, took theirs or them, as best 
suited their wills or interests, If it was their 
wills to destroy a whole family, it was done ; 
orto destroy an husband, and leave a wife 
and children miserable, that was done, and 
no one must say, “* What doest thou?” How 
many millions have been destroyed or made 
miserable, or both, that it might be said.— 
“ His Majesty’s arms have p:vailed !” 

This is not all, another way of kings has 
been, to teach people to hat: each other; to 
steal, rob, lie, and kill eachother by sea and 
land. Look at people who iave lived under 
the reign of kings, and see low common it is 
for them to fight, steal, rob ind kill, to what 
it is among those who were aever under the 
reign of these destructive beings. 

Look at the thousands ani millions of wi- 
dows, mothers and fatherless children, who 
ire this moment miserable, in consequence 
of the destruction of husbands and fathers, 
whom kings have caused to be slain in the 
tields of battle. 

Look at the tools, or instruments of de- 
struction and misery invented by kings, or 
others under their command; the sword, the 
spear, dagger, bayonet, guns, great and small ; 
with ships of war, and all gther weapons of 
death, too numerous to mention here. 

W hat destruction and misery have the king: 
of England wronght by sea and land, for more 
than one thousand years past! How many 
of their own subjects have their kings caused 
to.be slain at home and abroad. On their 


multitudes have been inhumanly butchered, 
or left involved in want and woe. 

In this country, our fathers have felt their 
destructive power, which caused misery all 
around, Witness the fifth of March, when so 
many were slain in Boston, by command of 
the king’s officer. Look at Lexington, Bun- 
ker-hill, and many other places ;—see the de- 
struction of men dead in the field, and behold 
the misery of wives, mothers, and children at 
home, who from the lips of the heavy hearted 
messenger hear, that a husband and father is 
no more ! 

Our eyes have seen but little of this de- 
struction and misery in the way of kings, to 
what ethers have in the lands of their influ. 
ence. Look at France in the days of Louis 
the fourteenth, in the days of Napoleon, when 
young men were called out under the name 
of conscripts, and carried from all they held 
dear, to bleed and die in a distant land. 
the destrniction of Moscow, and the greater 
destructi@n of the French army, who pe- 
rished in the cold, and snow-drifts, to gratify 
the ambition of an individual. 

Look at the state of the wretched Greeks, 
who have been destroved by thousands, or 
left in a state of misery, great beyond de- 
scription. This kind of government so de. 
structive, too many plead for in this country, 
by continually praising the English govern- 
ment, as ** the world’s last hope,”’ the * fast 
anchored Isle,” the bulwark of the religion 


View 


some people profess. 

2. The second destructive miserable way, 
is that attended to by such as are called “* Re 
gular Doctors.” There are no men on earth, 
on whom so much is depending, as on Doctor, 








in ignorance, next deprived them of liberty, 





own Island, by the order of kings and queens, 
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as it respects this life; and there are no men|hy some unfeeling monster, the bones  be- 


according to their books, who, in my view, ing all missing. Among the above were 
use such destructive things as they give.|jone young female! whose hair was braided 
The account given of the sick woman, and thejand tied up in the modern fashionable style ; 
physicians who attended her, seem applicable|the other five Were males, one of whom was 
in this case, Mark 5.—25, 26. ‘* And a cer-|a coloured person. What must be the feel- 
tain woman, which had an issue of bloodjings of the survivors who have buried friends 
twelve years, and had suffered many things o! | within the last week, as those who saw the 
many physicians, and had spent all that she/above are decidedly of an opinion that the vi- 


it is assailed by the rude hands of some emis- 
sary of the wight, of the spade and the knife— 
borne of to some * college,” and after being 
* lectured upon,” is committed to the ** flames,” 
strung up in the “hall,” or thrown into the 
“ river’? No!—Let us not go through all 
this ceremony of interment—let us deliver o- 
ver our friends to the surgeon at once, soon 
after the breath is out of the body. ‘This is 





had, and was nothing bettered, but rather|tal spark had not fled more than 4 or 5 days. coming tothe point; and if we shudder at the 


grew worse,” &c: It appears that their way} I'hey were decently interred by Mr. Symes, 
was destructive and led to misery, for the funeral undertaker, of Charlestown. 
poor woman, in addition to twelve years sick-| LA VANGENCE. 
ness, suffering, and loss of property, was ina} Centinel. — : 
worse condition in the end than at the begin-| Who can fee! safe in the hands of men who 
ing wall do such things as these! ! 

‘Without going back eighteen hundred years.| (Vo be continued.) 
we may see a proof of the destructive and) 
miserable way of treating the sick and dead| ua? 
in our day, and near our dwellings. One| The following, is from the Boston Gazette, 
says, my child had a difficulty in her eyes; liof April 4th. an i shews the public mind, on 
applied to a doctor, and she scon became the above subject. 
blind, and so must remain, until she dies. A-' SJessire. Editors. 
nother, my child was unwell, the doctor gave) = {j was with mixed feelings of horror, indig- 
her mercury, and she has wholly lost the use),ation, and disgust, that | heard from a neigh- 
of her arm to this day. A third says, | had a}our of mine. who was passing Charlestown 
fever, the doctor salivated me; and I have ;idge at the time, and saw the shocking sight, 
lost all my teeth. Another, 1 was sick, aad!a slight mention of which was made in yes- 
my hair all came off, andsol remein. Ano-terday’s Centinel— | mean the picking up in 
ther, | had a fever, and took calomel, and a\Charles River, “ six human bodies, tied up in 
shock of the palsy followed. 





thoughts of this course, so let us also shudder 
at the thoughts of the other; and if we have 
any feeling, if there is one drop of blood run- 
ning in our veins, such as existed with our 
pious ancestors, if there is that spirit which 
existed in 1776, which strove with success for 
liberty while aliye, let us see to it that that 
same spirit is kept up so far as to ordain that 
we will have the liberty of decently inteiring 
our deceased friends, and of Jetting them sicep 
in peace and qniet after they are buried. 





the 7 or 8000 children at schuoi in this town, 
particularly the feelings, sen-ations and en- 
iquiries, which exist among the younger part 
ofthem, | consider as not among the fexst of 
the evils of these hellish transactsons. Ther 
isnot a child which does not hear of such 
iscenes, represented too in more horrid colors, 


l-¢ 


if possible, than many times they realiy exisi, 


> P lls : ae . . a id amone 
Another, myla bug, which had been garbled by some hu-|!0F stories lose nothing by being told among 


child had a fever, the doctor shaved his head,!man (inhuman) monster, the bones being all|bildren, and sometimes too this is the case a- 


and blistered it; he became delirious, and'missing.” 1 hardly kaow how to express my- 
died. Another says, my sister was sick andiseif against the foul author or authors of this 
restless, the doctor gave her opium, she fel! act of vandalism-this act of human butchery. 
asleep, and never woke again. Another, |/These scenes hive of late become too fre- 
had a fever, it, or the mercury fell into my\quent to be cartnene passed by in silence— 
leg, and caused a running sore from that time.|indeed, they ought not to be tolerated at all. 
A stranger comes forward and says, my child) What avails it té offer rewards in specious ad- 
took cold in his arm, I applied to a doctor, yertisements, in the newspapers, for the ap- 
who attended him almost half-a-year, until he|prehension of those who are engaged in thus 
had three Sores on his arm, his elbow stiff, but|violating the repose of the dead? What 
little appetite, with the loss of his health, andiayails it to bind men after de‘ection? The 
a large bill to pay, and the child worse at the|same crime is derpetrated again and again, 
end, then at the beginning. And why all this!and perhaps by he same men! Tis all a so- 


mong those of a larger growth. 

There are also many other bad conse- 
quences, which the limits of a public journal 
do not permit giving at this sime. Enough, it 
is conceived, has been stated to show that this 
reiterated occurrence ought not to be passed 
by in silence—if it is, it will be construed by 
its authors into a degree of apathy and indif- 
ference to its horrors, which will only encou- 
rage, if possible, to more open and flagrant 
acts, 

It is earnestly hoped that the elderly and 
respectable part of the faculty in this place 





destruction and misery ? Because poison was|lemn mockery of justice. Something more| 
administered instead of medicine, or because/efficient must Le done; and the people who, 
the difficulties were not rightly managed. have rights, andknow how to maintain them,| 

In addition to all this, witness the destruc-|must rise in the majesty of their strength, and) 
tion of buman bodies, after they are dead,|put down the evil complained of insome more 
and the misery of friends on hearing what hasidecided manner, ‘The account says, “ one 
been done to the dead, by men, professing to|was a young female, whose hair was braided 
be friends to the sick and distressed. ‘Thejand tied up in the modern fashionable style ” 
following, published in the Boston papers,|l forbear comment here ; but would most so 
gives us an account of one of the most shock-\lemnly enquire of my fellow citizens, what 
ing things, perhaps ever known in this coun-javails it, when we lose by death a tender 
try. daughter, for us te proceed in decently laying 


COMMUNICATION. out all which remains of the once much-be- 


and its vicinity, will come out publicly and 
promptly discountenance the practices above 
considered, and thereby allay in ome degree 
the feelings of a justly incensed community. 


—~>— 


“J 4AM AFRAID.” 


David said, “7 am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made.” This is generally a great dless- 
ing to men; for without this fear, which 
keeps us continually on our watch for the dan- 
gers which surround us, our lives would end. 


The demoralizing effects upon the minds of 


Humanity disgraced.—On Saturday last, Mr 
Joun Savacz, of Charlestown, discovered 
near the Toll-house, on Charles River Bridge, 
between the hours of one and two o’clock, a 
large canvass bag which bad drifted down 
with the last ebb tide. 
the same he found it to contain the remains o 
vic human bodies! which had been garbled, 


loved child—procuring a coflin—going to the 
trouble and expence of committing the body 
to its kindred earth,—not in the way of ex- 
pence and parade of carriages, or a long train 
of followers, | do not mean— but in the most 


On going to eo amt Se we decent and respectful manner ; 


what avails all this, | would enquire, if, no 


sooner than the corse is deposited in the grave, 





It makes us watch, in all conditions in life. 
This fear, in a proper medium is good, but 
upon every extreme is injurious. 

It isnot common for ten or twenty men to 
eat good food, and afterwards for one man to 
say, he is afraid to eat such kind of food, espe- 
cially when he sees, it has a good effect on all 
who ate it before him. - 
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In maiters of religion and medicine, it isnervous complaints, is a difficulty, in the mus-/minister medicine in the manner it is said he 


quite the other way. [am afraid to hear such|-jes, or springs of the body. 
a man preach. or to read such books. Doe- 
the man’s preaching have any bad effect on egg ¥ 

on rr 2 : {10 urishm rough the 
thoce who hear him? No, bat I should no:{* @stribation of nourishment through th 


dare hear him, for fear it might do me an in-jSystem. 


by such obstructions in the body, as prevent 


jary. ‘“T have a belerous compluint,’’ says one: 


[ should be afraid to take such medicine, 
though I see it cures others. Our good luuca- 


é arg 
num, opium and calomel, 1 am not afraid of, ee ie. ae 

. . . a > , wal ia] ‘ s { 7 
though sometimes it almost kills me, and one the rebelious fever. What is all this? The 


was killed with it, but I am used to thie, and|word people are after, is billious, from bile 
am not afraid of it. or bitter. It weuld sound very odd, were 
people to say they had the bitter complaint. 
though it is too common for many to complain 
bitterly. Bile is necessary fcr the stomach, 
but when diseased, ought to be taken away. 


“Tam billious,” says another. 1 have a re- 


belious difficulty, adds another. Another has 


——o it 


COMMON PHRASES, OR SAYINGS, 
“J have been Doctored.” “I never Doctor 


any.” “I have Doctored many with that! wy am very much troubled with the heart 


burn,’—says a friend. ‘This i9a great curi- 
osity indeed, to have the heart-burn in the 
stomach, for it is always there. Were they 
we put the sweetness into it, if it is soured,|t9 call it the stomach-burn, it would come 
the souring is put into it. Ifa person is Doc-lnearer the fact; but to call it an inflamation 
tored, he must take the Doctor and not medi-lin the stomach, would be nearer the truth. 
cine. There are some, who never take 
much more than the Doctor. They often 
tell of having the Docter. Such an one is 
sick, and has had the Doctor. . This answers 
with many. Some say, “I like such a Doc- 
tor, he gives but very little medicine.” Ac- 
cording to this, less would do better, and 
uone at all, the besf, and to stay at home 
would go beyond all the rest, as it would save 
trouble and expence. : 

Some are Doctored; that is, have taken 
his advise ; taken a receipt for eating bread 
and milk, or going without food; going into 
the country for health, to sea, or to the south- 
ward, for a warm climate. Some hire the 
Doctor by the year, not to be cured, but to 
be Doctored. It appears to me, that many 
people place more confidence in the Doctor 
than in medicine ; for they generally plead 
more for him than for his mineral prepara- 
tions. ; 

People who will be bled, blistered, “have 
their heads shaved, have seatons, issues, and 
drink aqua-fortis, vitriol, and the tincture of 
flies, may be said to have been Doctored, in 
every sense of the word. 

“ Tam very Nervous.” This is a common No. IV. 
saying with many. What is this? Noerves|Dr. Tiiompson’s System of Medicine and Prac- 
are the immediate organs of sensation, which tice, no System, 
originate from the brain, and terminate in al!} From the Report concerning Mr. Thomp- 
the sensitive parts. According to this, all son’s trial for his life, for killing the young 


J man, it is evident that he was injured, not by 
people are nervous, excepting such as havelthe medicine, but by the melee in which i 
the numb palsy. What is commonly called|was administered. 


discase.” 
What sense is there in such sayings as 


these ? When any thing has been sweetened; 


—_>—— 


THE DOCTOR AND FARMER. 

A certain Doctor and Farmer, with several 
others, were appointed to take up, and ex- 
amine a dead body, suspected of being poi- 
soned. By the appearance, the Jury decided 
that the man had been poisoned. 

Soon after this, the Doctor was called upon 
to attend a man sick with a fever. After at- 
tending him a while, he died. At the funeral, 
the farmer, after looking upoa the dead man’s 
face, observed that he looked like the man 
supposed to have been poisoned. This soon 
came to the Doctor’s ears, wao charged him 
with saying he had poisoned the man. No, 
said the Farmer, I only said he looked like 
the man that was poisoned. This enraged 
the Doctor, who said, *‘ You pretend to know 
what ails sick men, you do not know one 
word of Grammar.” The Farmer replied, 
that he never heard before that Doctors used 
grommar for medicine ; and said he, “ if gram- 
mar makes men look so, I hope never to 
know what it is !” 


—2+o— 





This is caused|S@ve tt. 


One kind is called “ Coffee, another, 
* Ram cats, another, * well my gristle. 

Those who read this account may rest as- 
sured, that the books read, exactly as stated 
here; and people are cautioned against using 
medicines according to either of these books, 
as it is not comfortable so to do. 

By long experience, | found Mr. Thomp- 
son’s method of preparing, and using medicine 
jwas incorrect; Ll also found he had no system, 
but administered sometimes one ‘way and 
sometimes another. Some articles, the marsh- 
rosemary in particular, he often said was not 
good, that it was too binding, and that he 
wished for-a substitute, and hoped to find it. 
His bitters he said were often too binding, 
this { found, and was obliged to find another 
kind. ‘The rosemary I wholly laid aside, and 
took a medicine which his books do not men- 
tion. ‘The emetic | found would not do what 
be said it would, being not powerful enough 
alone 


* or every case and state and stage, 
** Whatever malady may rage. 


I found a suitable emetic could not be pre- 
pared but in compounding six or seven things, 
The extensive improvement made in pre- 
paring and using medicine, greatly enraged 
‘Mr. Thompson, as my mode of administering 
was much less disagreeable to the taste ; ope- 
rated much easier and qnicker than his, and 
removed diseases sooner. 

His manner of administering medicine, 
takes from 6 to 9 hours, mine from 2 to 4 
‘hours, without the trouble of steaming and 
\washing with cold water, &c. This easy 
jand quick mode of attending the sick, which 
thas never failed of effecting a cure, except- 
ing in desperate cases, has brought almost all 
ithe sick to me instead of him, and he is now 
by prosecutions, by advertising, by hand-bills, 
‘and other methods, in my view equally disho- 
jnorable, endeavouring to turn the current of 
of the people from me to him; which he is 
at liberty to do, if he can.— 
| It appears to me that according to the law 
respecting patents, Mr. Thompson’s patent is 
ivoid, as there is evidéntly a deception in his 
books, as they do not contain the whole dis- 
covery.—The act says—‘“ That the defen 
dant in such action shall be permitted to 
plead the general isste, and give this act and 
jany special matter, of which notice in writ- 
ling may have been given te the plaintiff o1 
his attorney, thirty days before trial, in evi- 
dence, tending to prove, that the specifica- 
tion, filed by the plaintiff, does not contain 
the whole truth concerning his discovery, or 
that it contains more than is necessary to pro- 
duce the described effect, which concealment 
or addition shall fully appear to have been 
made, for the purpose of deceiving the pub- 
lic, or that the thing, thus gained by patent, 
was not originally discovered by the paten- 








J should not dare to ad-jtee, but had been in use, or had been describ 
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ed in some public work, anterior to the sup- 
posed discovery of the patentee, or that he 
had sereptitiously obtained a patent for the 
discovery of another person; in either which 
cases, judgment shall be rendered for the de- 


fendant with costs, and the patent shall be de- 


clared void.” See U. S: Laws. Vol. 2. 
Page 203. 


In following numbers I shall prove that the 
vegetables he claims, as discovered by hin. 
as medicinal, have been known long before 
he was born, particularly the Lobelia Inflata, 
and Cayenne Pepper, or Capsicum. 


_—> ) ae 


Supposed conversation between tro 
Doctors ! 


Doctor. Good morning Doctor, 
Iam gratified in seeing you; but 
not pleased with the subject I wish 
to converse with you upon. 

Doctor.— Doctor ! call me Doctor, 
Tam sick ofthe name, it stinks in 
the land. Every truckman, farmer, 
cobler, blacksmith and taylor is Doc- 
tor now a days. 

Doctor. ‘There is some truth in 
what you say, but E am sorry to see 
you in such a passion; it will do no 
good; but will be an essential inju- 
ry to our profession. 

Docior. Who canhelp being in 
a passion that views the present state 
of things. We never hada bette: 
prospect, nor so good, as we had one 
year ago; and almost every thing is 
now reversed. 

Doctor. In what consists this re- 
version? My business is about the 
same as ever; and I do not know but 
it may continue the same for years, 
and if not, [ have made enough to 
carry me through comfortably. 

Doctor. This may be the case 
With you, but it is not so with me, 
and many others. But look at the 
state of things now! Almost every 
thing we do is called in question by 
the ignorant swinish multitude, who 
are their own worst enemies. If | 


direct a pill or two, or a little tine- 
ture of opium, Calomel, Xe. the first 
insult I have is this, “ is:it poison doc- 
tor! is there any mareury in it doc- 
tor—I wont take poison from you, 
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nor any doctor onearth!” Another 
—«[ wont be bled doctor, I am told 
that if isnot good.”—Another, “ | 
will not be blistered, some say blis- 


ters are bad, and as for Comvay’s 


drops, and Relf’s pills, 1 know they 


are bad, nor do [ like the sugar- 
What can 1 do when 


olumb pills.” 
we are come to this situation ? 
Doctor. 


Why, really this is bad, 





‘The affair in Market-street will ne- 
ver be forgotten. ‘The worst of all 
is the affair of the canvas bag, found 
floating down Charles River, con- 
taining six dead, without bones. As 
the present state of the people is, 
they will never suffer things to go 
onin this manner. True, it is re- 


commended in the public papers for 


the aged Doctors to attend to these 





but we must hope for the best, the|things, which people will doubtless 
people will become more reconciled think is setting the old fox to guard 


to our mode befor long. 

Doctor. No that never will be, we 
as Doctors, have seen our best days, 
that you may depend on; and I can 
give you my reason for thinking so. 
in the first place, you know we use 
vorson of different kinds, and the 
people begin to know it. We have 
uever been very successful in curing 
diseases of any kind, though we are 
-ent for, because, something must be 
done when people are sick. This is 


vot all, there are many things pub- 


lished against us, which you know 
we cannot contradict ; and more are 
coming out daily. 

Doctor. This has been the case 
for centuries back, and yet our or- 
der has prevailed to this day. 

Doctor. True,but remember these 
things have prospered under kings, 
hut they cannot in a republican gov- 
ernment. Inthe days of Henry 8th, 
the medical college was established, 
and from that time, the people have 
been kept ignorant of medicine, but 
itis not so now. There is Culpep- 
pers writings, and many others,which 
have long lain dead, that are now 
coming to life. It seemsas if a gen- 
eral resurrection of these things ras 
at hand. 

Dector. \ think you must be in 
great trouble, if you believe all these 
things true. Have you any more 
things to trouble you? 

Doctor. More ! yes, these are 
but a few ofthe many calamities 
see coming on our profession. ‘This 
natter of digging up the dead in 
Chebacco, and on Boston Neck'— 


ithe geese. 

Doctor, These things are bad, 
but let us be patient and still, which 
at present is best. We will converse 
‘upon this subject more hereafter. 





JUST PUBLISHED, 
And for Sale at No 56, Middle-street. 
THE 
MEDICAL POCKET-BOOK, 
Family Physician, and Sick Man’s guide to 
Health ; containing 


A short deseriplion of vegetable 
medicines ; magner of preparing 
and using them; with a description 





of diseases which attack the human 
frame, and the mode of cure with 
vegitables only. Being an exten- 
sive improvement bevond any be- 
fore published. 


By Elias Smith, Physician. 


Price 5 dollars, neatly bound and 
lettered. Those who purchase Six, 
receive a seventh free. Such as re- 
ceive general instruction, in prepar- 
ing and using medicine as Phystet- 
ans} the price is ten dollars. 
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